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The grand

story behind
a small
weaving mill




"Small businesses carry with them the kind
of know-how that cannot be easily replaced.
Traditional handicraft skills, local specialties
and knowledge passed down through
generations have earned their place

of respect.”

Esko Hijelt

The world is more global than ever.

Items mass-produced by massive, foreign
mega corporations are only a click of a
mouse or a tap of a finger away from our
front doors. For a small business, this poses
a quandary: how to keep up when giants
are thundering past?

You may have noticed the words written
on the cover of this catalogue: “Weavers
from Finland”. Simple as that phrase might
appear, there lies a truly grand story
behind those few words.

It is rather extraordinary to be a Finnish
company whose products are actually

made in Finland. Equally rare is to be a

small operator that owns its own production,
in our case, the weaving mill itself, where
every weave is the work of our own.

Our story is not created on the back of a
mass production line. Our story cannot be
replicated. Our story is one of values we live
and work by, not just hollow words repeated
to appear virtuous, but actual acts we have
worked tremendously toward.

All this we do transparently and traceably,
so that you need never doubt a single
word we say.

Local businesses and artisans uphold that
rich and diverse weave which makes Europe
one of a kind. This is why it is vital that
small-scale operators do not vanish in the
shadow of global competition.

Jaana and Esko Hielt. Photo: Henri Vogt

Each small operator is part of the European
cultural heritage and identity. When you
choose their product, you also choose a
story, one that speaks of the place, its
history, and the people behind it.

Thank you for choosing this one small weaving
mill born from this one small country—the
story we weave here is a grand one.

Jaana and Esko Hjelt,
Fourth-generation weavers
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Doer and
Teacher

Maija Fagerlund
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Maija Fagerlund is a textile designer and a
lecturer in textile design at Aalto University,
who has mentored countless budding
designers during her career. Many of Maija’s
former students have also gone to design
products for Lapuan Kankurit. Over the
years, various projects have also fostered
collaboration between the two.

“Back in the day we didn't have an
industrial weaving machine at the Aalto
University, so we began collaborating with
Lapuan Kankurit: students would get a
chance to become acquainted with the
operation and premises of an industrial
weaving mill, as well as weave their own
designs. The first students visited Lapua

in 2015,” Maija recalls.

“I think it's so important for students to
meet entrepreneurs who are excited and
driven to try new things, and of course
to see how everything works in practice.
Later, when we acquired our own in-
dustrial weaving machine, we received
so much help and advice from Lapuan
Kankurit on its initialisation.”

Maija has an unequivocal answer to what
is the most rewarding part of teaching.

“The students. They are such a diverse
bunch, all interesting people full of inte-
resting thoughts. Teaching is also a great way
to deepen your own knowledge, because
you have to dig really deep into everything
to explain how it works.”

“Limitations provide the framework within
which to work, and they force you to think—
this makes the whole process more inspired
and the project more deliberate.”

Maija Fagerlund

-
—
a
b

§
i -

A

Maija Fagerlund. Photo: Henri Vogt

LIIMINVYI NVNdVT

9707 SS



Maija's profound understanding of the
principles of textiles is an enormous asset
in her design work, as well. Through her
teaching, she also immerses herself in the
history of textile production—the solutions
of yesteryear are a font of inspiration

for today.
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“There's so much history behind it all,
it’s wild. There can be such an interesting
and innovative weave in a pair of 3000-
year-old pants, and back then they didn't
even have grid paper to sketch the weave
on!” Maija laughs.

Restrictions, for many, can be limiting.
For Maija, they are a treasure trove of
inspiration. According to her, too much
freedom can feel like no freedom at all.
Maija’s multidimensionality is greatly
appreciated at Lapuan Kankurit.

“It has been wonderful to witness over
the years how amazingly Maija has
welcomed students into the world of
woven textiles, and how important she

has always been to her students, as well.

Maija Fagerlund. Photo: Henri Vogt

As a designer, Maija is tremendously
talented in designing weaves and patterns,
in particular,” shares Jaana Hjelt, entrepre-
neur and co-owner of Lapuan Kankurit.

Maija has designed Lapuan Kankurit’s

Raitti And Sumu cushion covers, which
were released last autumn. The two designs
highlight Maija’s love for both the history of
textiles as well as the world of weaves.
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There’s much more to the Finnish sauna
ritual than simply getting clean. Ville Hara
and Anu Puustinen of Avanto Architects -
the designers of the acclaimed Kyly sauna,
pictured here - take us through the process
of designing a sauna, and at the same time,
through the steps of the sauna ritual itself.

“We designed Kyly as a journey from
the everyday to this sanctuary, with each
step leading sauna-goers to a deeper level
of calm. The first step inside the Kyly
sauna is to undress — mentally, this is akin
to shedding the weight of everyday life.
Next comes the washing area, with
showers and a pool — a space to prepare
the mind and body for the sauna itself.
The last step is the most sacred moment
of the ritual: the room with the sauna
stove itself,” Anu explains.

“A sauna i1s a multisensory experience
shaped by the surrounding views, the
peaceful stillness at the heart of Kyly, and
the scent and texture of wood. It’s like a
wooden nest, and the journey to its heart
and back is a passage from the ordinary to
the sacred — and slowly, back again.”

Fun fact: Anu and Ville chose Lapuan

Kankurit's bath textiles for Kyly’s Habitare
exhibition, where it was first unveiled, and
have been using our products ever since.

Puro towel 85x180 cm
washed Tencel-linen-cotton
design Elina Helenius

Viilu sauna cover 48 <150 cm
Viilu sauna pillow
linen-cotton

design Marja Rautiainen
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Originality,
the like of oceans

Elina Helenius
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Our new collection celebrates the

unbreakable link between stripe patterns,
the beach and the sea. Elina Helenius, the
Head Designer of Lapuan Kankurit, shares
how everything has its roots in originality.

fewalaH ewiim ©

Virta towel 95%180 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Elina Helenius

Kaisla sauna cover 50x180 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Elina Helenius

Lauantai sauna pillow
100 % linen
Design Team Lapuan Kankurit

"For a while now we have focused on themes of

originality with our design team. While designing
the new collection, we started to ponder how

the weaving of patterned textiles even came to

be, and would you know it, it began with stripes.
The very first patterns on woven textiles were
stripes. This realisation led us to incorporate a lot
of stripes into our new collection, which naturally
led our thoughts towards the sea and beach life.
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My favourite summer view is when all of my family’s
towels are drying out together on the clothesline in
the summer wind. I'm very much looking forward
to seeing our upcoming summer towels on that

same clothesline, as well.”

Elina Helenius

Uswa towel 95%180 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Anu Leinonen

Kaisla towel 80x180 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Elina Helenius

Terva towel 85x180 cm
washed Tencel-linen-cotton
Design Team Lapuan Kankurit
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llta duvet cover 150%210 cm
Ilta pillow case 50x60 cm

llta flat sheet 160%270 cm
100 % washed linen

Design Team Lapuan Kankurit

Kesdkukka tablecloth/blanket 145=180 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Akira Minagawa

Uswa cushion cover 50%60 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Anu Leinonen

Lempi linen scarf 35%200 cm +fringes
100 % washed linen
Design Team Lapuan Kankurit
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Lempi linen scarf 35x200 cm + fringes
100 % washed linen
Design Team Lapuan Kankurit

Virta cushion cover 4848 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Elina Helenius
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Luoto towel 80x160 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Team Lapuan Kankurit

Kaisla cushion cover 50%60 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Elina Helenius
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Kaksin linen blanket 145%200 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Armi Teva
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Kaksin linen blanket 145%200 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Armi Teva

Tori bag 40x50 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Elina Helenius

Merihaka pants
100 % washed linen
Design Samu-Jussi Koski
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Kaisla tablecloth/blanket 150%200 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Elina Helenius

Kesdikukka towel/napkin 46x46 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Akira Minagawa
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The Threads Count
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Meet masters of the textile craft: some of
Lapuan Kankurit's very own weaving family,
who make every thread count.
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Aija Finishing Operator

“I've always enjoyed working with my
hands: there's something very rewarding
about it. It's great to see the work of your
own hands and be a part of creating
something special. Each piece of work has
meaning, both to the material, and

to myself. My job combines precision
with the joy of handwork.”
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“I still remember how it felt to take a leap
into the new and unknown: to become

a seamstress and take up an internship at
Lapuan Kankurit. | was so nervous! Today
I'm so proud of how much I have learned
over the years. | know I'm a valued part
of the community, and that means a lot.

I love my job, and especially the people

I work with.”

Jasmina Seamstress

" I've always liked working with machines,
and there are more than enough of those
here! Each weaving and finishing machine
has a personality of its own, full of moving
parts and small adjustments. The work

is its own reward: when you get the
machines working smoothly, you can

feel it. And that's the best feeling.”

Juha-Matti Weaving Technician
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“It's been incredibly fulfilling to be
able to grow and evolve in my job over
the years, from seamstress to weaver,

from inspection and knotting to warping.

Each step has taught me something new.
Warping requires attentiveness and
expertise: it's the most crucial building
block of a fabric, like the foundation

of a house. Without it, nothing stays
intact. I'm familiar with the entire
production chain of a fabric, so |

know how vitally important this

first step of weaving really is.”

Olesya Weaving Operator
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“My over 20 years of work at Lapuan
Kankurit have given me so much. It’s
great to be able to really apply your
skillset. Together with the design team,

I transform designs into a weavable form.
Choosing the right yarn is an important
part of design work, and procuring wool
fibres straight from local farms has added a
new dimension to my work. It’s a privilege
to be doing something where tradition
and present time walk hand in hand,

and where each fabric tells a story.”

Elina Jacquard Weave Coordinator
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Terva towel 48x70 cm
washed Tencel-linen-cotton
Design Team Lapuan Kankurit
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Lempi linen scarf 35%200 cm + fringes
100 % washed linen
Design Team Lapuan Kankurit

Venla tablecloth 150%260 cm
and napkin 50x50 cm

100 % washed linen

Design Elina Helenius

Lounas placemat 46x35 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Team Lapuan Kankurit

Tori bag 40x50 cm
100 % linen
Design Elina Helenius
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Meirami tablecloth 145%260 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Elina Helenius

Salyia towel 48%70 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Elina Helenius

Kesdikukka tablecloth/blanket 145x260 cm

and towel/napkin 46x46 cm
100 % washed linen
Design Akira Minagawa

Tori bag 40x50 cm
100 % linen
Design Elina Helenius

@
2
3
Q
SIS
o
[0}
3
)

Ilta duvet cover 150210 cm
llra pillow case 50%60 cm

llza flat sheet 160%270 cm
100 % washed linen

Design Team Lapuan Kankurit

Maija towel 48x70 cm
washed Tencel-linen-cotton
Design Team Lapuan Kankurit

Kuohu towel 85%180 cm
washed Tencel-linen-cotton
Design Maélis Ray

Maija towel 48x70 cm
washed Tencel-linen-cotton
Design Team Lapuan Kankurit
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Our passion is the Finnish
linen and wool textile
tradition.

To not only keep it alive, but to help it thrive.
We achieve this by honouring craftsmanship,
heritage, and Nordic design—while always
looking ahead, innovating and inventing.

The beating heart of our company consists
of our very own weaving and finishing mills,
which allow us to constantly keep developing
new technologies and innovations, while
preserving and passing on our Jacquard
weaving expertise to the future generations.
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WEAERS
FROM FINLAND

lapuankankurit.f



