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Every generation of Lapuan Kankurit has 
been united in their deep appreciation for 
the same values: nature, people and the craft 
itself. Yet each has also followed their own 
path, figuring out what being original means 
for them. New innovations and steps forward 
have been balanced by that history of know-
how and tradition. For our weaving family, 
there is no taking the easy way out – not in 
materials, not in designs, not in how we treat 
our surroundings and those who surround us. 
Since the beginning, we have taken pride 
in being both kind and one of a kind.

What, then, keeps us original? Maybe it’s that 
we never settle. There’s always bigger dreams 
to dream, more to discover, more ways to do 
things better than ever. 

To us, being original is about staying true to 
our roots while reaching for the skies. Our 
origins guide us, but they do not limit us. On 
these pages you’ll get to know both our new 
designers and new designs, each a new step 
forward on our own unique path.

The goal of this autumn’s collection was to 
honour originality. While our aim is to always 
innovate and improve, at its heart each product 
is the same Lapuan Kankurit quality you know 
and love, artfully woven from pure natural 
materials, right here in our own weaving 
mill in Finland. 

Fourth generation weavers, 
Jaana and Esko Hjelt

The first of our weavers were 

innovative. They took their vast 

knowledge of jacquard weaving 

and built a thriving company 

around it. A company built not 

just with bricks and mortar, but 

with values equally embedded 

into its foundation, as well.

Born Original
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Soaring free

Armi Teva
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Armi Teva is a Finnish ceramist, visual artist, 
designer and illustrator who has captured 
the hearts of the public with her cheerful 
and compelling ceramic face reliefs. Now 
her light-hearted and free-spirited imagery 
can be found adorning Lapuan Kankurit’s 
textiles.

It’s often said that art imitates life. 
In Armi’s case, the art imitates the artist’s 
life, in particular. Her expressive style is 
very true to her, reflecting who she is at 
her core yet always evolving with her. 

Working with textiles was new territory 
to Armi. Armi’s collaboration with Lapuan 
Kankurit includes two designs, Kaksin 
and Rannalla. 

“ I think my style is a mix of my own 

personality, as well as different influences 

life has brought my way. I’ve always loved 

a soaring touch which, I feel, represents 

who I am as a person. I both enjoy and 

value when things are done with a certain 

self-confidence and exuberance – when 

life is approached with a playful mindset.”  

Armi Teva
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“I enjoyed the experience. It was fascinating to learn about the craft, 

to be a newcomer who comes up with the imagery and witnessing 

the true masters of the material fit it on the textile. I learned a lot about 

colour work with warps, how in textiles colour is a concrete thing – 

for instance, grey being created by mixing black and white yarn. It was 

also a refreshing change of pace to have a test piece woven first to see 

if the ideas worked well, or if anything needed to be changed – with 

ceramics, it’s all very final. I’d really love to keep learning about 

weaving and work with textiles more.”

“Kaksin, in particular, is a true representation 
of how most of my work comes to life. I started 
by drawing different kinds of flowers and 
plant illustrations, and the shapes came about 
almost by accident – what if I drew this big 
flower with a swan’s neck as a stem?

Armi Teva. Photo: Henri Vogt
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And then I tried some more things, and 
more ideas came forth. The design was quite 
literally born in front of my eyes. Rannalla is 
a companion piece to the former, where ele-
ments were taken from Kaksin to showcase 
the environment around the swans.”

The Rannalla design is available as a 
washed linen towel, as well as a woollen 
hot water bottle and a cushion cover. 
Kaksin is available as a woollen blanket 
and a washed linen towel. All products are 
woven in Lapuan Kankurit’s very own 
weaving mill in Lapua, Finland.
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Venla tablecloth 150x260 cm 

100% washed linen 

design Elina Helenius

Suunta towel 46x46 cm 

linen-cotton 

design Elina Helenius
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Hanki scarf 35x180 cm + fringes

100% wool - merino

design Leonardo Hidalgo

Tuula scarf 60x200 cm + fringes

100% wool - merino

design Elina Helenius

Viiru scarf 35x170 cm + fringes 

100% wool - merino

design Elina Helenius

©
 Lina Jelanski
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Tuula scarf 60x220 cm + fringes 

100% wool - merino

design Elina Helenius

Huurre scarf 35x180 cm + fringes 

100% wool - merino

design Leonardo Hidalgo

©
 Lina Jelanski
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"I wanted to express this imagery with a 
simple accumulation of lines. The overlapping 
drape-like expressions will give you a rich 
sense of three-dimensionality in the scenery 
of your daily life." Akira Minagawa, 
minä perhonen

The Aurora design was inspired by the majestic and soft 

scenery of the Northern Lights. The Aurora Borealis are 

an integral part of the northern landscapes of Finland and 

other northern countries – a world where the earth and 

space are interwoven.

Aurora
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Aurora blanket, available 

100×150 cm and 130×180 cm 

100% wool, contains local Finnsheep wool 

design Akira Minagawa
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Havas blanket 130×180 cm + fringes 

100% wool, contains local Finnsheep wool, 

design Heta Vajavaara
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Raitti cushion cover 45×45 cm 

100% wool, contains local Finnsheep wool 

design Maija Fagerlund

Aika blanket 130×180 cm + fringes

100% wool, contains local Finnsheep wool 

design Lapuan Kankurit
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Venla napkin 46x46 cm 

100% washed linen 

design Elina Helenius

Venla tablecloth 150x300 cm 

100% washed linen 

design Elina Helenius

©
 W

ilm
a H

etem
aj



Painting with yarn

Maëlis Ray
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“Learning about all this history and 

craftsmanship at such an age definitely 

had an impact on me and what I wanted 

to do with my life. It’s funny to me that 

I ended up working with jacquard textiles, 

a bit cliché – but also coming to a full circle”

Maëlis Ray 

It’s a long way from Lyon, France to Lapua, 
Finland. For Maëlis Ray, French textile artist 
and Lapuan Kankurit’s newest designer, 
both towns hold a lot of importance. Lyon, 
known for its history of silk weaving 
as well as the invention place of the 
jacquard machine, was an environment 
steeped in textile know-how.

"Learning about all this history and crafts-

manship at such an age definitely had an 

impact on me and what I wanted to do 

with my life. It’s funny to me that I ended 

up working with jacquard textiles, a bit 

cliché – but also coming to a full circle", 

Maëlis shares.

Lapuan Kankurit came to Maëlis’ life through 
Borås’ Swedish School of Textiles, where 
she was finishing her studies.

“We were presenting our final works to 

a jury comprised of textile companies, 

and Lapuan Kankurit chose my work as 

the winner. The prize was a choice be-

tween a monetary award or a week’s visit 

in their weaving mill; I chose the latter. 

Their mindset really resonated with me, 

and I was so happy to meet everyone and 

see the company. Everyone there is so 

passionate about their craft, and I was 

amazed at the environment they had 

created. All the machinery, the makers, 

the know-how, the drive they have for 

the coming years – they are always 

looking for new ideas and how to

 improve.”

Maëlis brought some samples she had 
worked on with her to Lapua, amongst 
them one that would later become Kuohu.

“Inspiration, for me, is often connected 

to nature. There’s so much about it that’s 

interesting: the softness of it, the flow, 

the unevenness. With Kuohu, I wanted 

to explore how to translate water’s flow 

on to a texture through these different 

weaves. I think water fascinates a lot of 

people because it’s hard to encapsulate 

yet so beautiful. I’m so glad Lapuan 

Kankurit saw a function in the design, 

and I love how it’s brought back to its 

original inspiration as a towel; I love the 

cycle of it.”

Maëlis’ style, as she describes it, is more 
about representing the beauty of nature 
through abstract textures and patterns, 
rather than trying to mimic it precisely. 
Jacquard weaving she likens to painting 
with yarn.

“There’s beauty in the chaos of nature 

that touches me more than man-made 

things. There’s no better way of repre-

senting something so uneven, subtle and 

changing than with making it by hand. 

You can’t fake this kind of irregularity 

with a computer – it’s always a bit too 

perfect. And jacquard is a great medium, 

as it allows you to mix pattern and textures 

at the same time – you are constructing 

the function and the aesthetic at the same 

time. In general, I prefer interior textiles 

to wearable ones. Space, and living with 

things and objects, has always spoken to 

me more than clothes. Home is the space 

I relate to the most.”

L
A

P
U

A
N

K
A

N
K

U
R

I
T

 
A

W
2

0
2

5



Hanaholmen is lovingly 

called the meeting place between 

Sweden and Finland.
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Kaste bathrobe 

100% washed linen 

design Anu Leinonen

Merihaka pants 

100% washed linen 

design Samu-Jussi Koski

Nyytti towel 95x180 cm 

washed Tencel-linen-cotton

design Elina Airikkala

©
 Puttonen_Ruska



Situated on its very own idyllic peninsula just 
outside Helsinki, the cooperation and cultural 
centre features a beautiful hotel and a highly-
rated restaurant, and hosts some 300 pieces 
of Nordic art. This year Hanaholmen is 
celebrating their 50th anniversary. 

Naturally, as a representative of both 
Swedish and Finnish cultures, Hanaholmen’s 
sauna offers a magnificent experience 
with its 70’s retro atmosphere and gorgeous 
vista. Looking for something a touch 
more exotic?

Their newest addition this summer is a 
beautiful glass sauna with a 360 degree view 
of the surrounding scenery. With its carefully 
curated ambiance and aesthetics, it’s no 
wonder that Lapuan Kankurit’s Savu sauna 
textiles were hand-picked to serve the 
new sauna-goers.
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Terva towel 85x180 cm 

washed Tencel-linen-cotton

design Lapuan Kankurit

Kuohu towel 52x70 cm 

and 85x180 cm 

washed Tencel-linen-cotton

design Maëlis Ray
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Meri sauna hat 

linen terry 

design Lapuan Kankurit

Venla towels 46x70 cm 

100% washed linen 

design Elina Helenius

Sumu cushion cover 45x45 cm 

100% wool, contains local Finnsheep wool 

design Maija Fagerlund

Lounas placemat 46x35 cm 

100% washed linen

design Lapuan Kankurit

Yllatys blanket 130x180 cm 

100% wool 

design Elina Helenius
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Aurora hot water bottle 

100% wool, contains local Finnsheep wool 

design Akira Minagawa

Lauantai sauna cover 46x150 cm 

100% linen 

design Elina Helenius

Kivi soap scrub mitt 

zero waste linen terry 

design design Elina Helenius

Naapuri blanket 135x180 cm + fringes 

wool - merino

design Elina Helenius

Ilo blanket 130x180 cm + fringes

100% wool, contains local Finnsheep wool, 

design Lapuan Kankurit

Suunta blanket 130x180 cm + fringes 

100% wool, contains local Finnsheep wool, 

design Elina Helenius

Onni slippers 

linen terry 

design Anu Leinonen

Metsalampi blanket 130x200 cm 

100% wool - merino

design Akira Minagawa
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To not only keep it alive, but to help it thrive. 
We achieve this by honouring craftsmanship, 
heritage, and Nordic design—while always 
looking ahead, innovating and inventing. 

The beating heart of our company consists 
of our very own weaving and finishing mills, 
which allow us to constantly keep developing 
new technologies and innovations, while 
preserving and passing on our Jacquard 
weaving expertise to the future generations. 

Our passion is the Finnish 

linen and wool textile 

tradition.
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lapuankankurit.fi


